
¦ǇŘŀǘƛƴƎ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ {ƻƭƛŘ 
Waste (MSW) Landfill Regulations

Stakeholder Meeting - September 21, 2020

Presenters: Tad Aburn- MDE, Eddie Durant ςMDE,

Russ Dickerson - UMD



Å²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΗ 

ÅThis meeting is being Recorded. The webinar recording, 
presentations and related resources will be made available on 
the Air Regulations Stakeholder Meeting web page:

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Regulations/air/Pages/ARMA
RegulationsStakeholders.aspx

Updating MSW Landfill Regulations 
Webinar
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GoToMeeting Starters
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ÅAfter announcing yourself during introductions, please mute 
your audio to reduce background noise

ÅYou may unmute your line to ask a question (see below); 
alternatively you may raise your hand in the control panel or ask 
a question in the chat box



Å Overview of two key issues to be 
addressed by regulations

Å New Federal Requirements
ï Pretty much incorporating Federal 

requirements into Maryland regulations
ï New Source Performance Standards (NSPS} 

and Emission Guidelines (EG)
ï Minimal impact to Maryland landfills

Å Minimizing methane emissions
ï Many existing requirements already start to do 

this
ï Working with other states
ï Hope for healthy discussion today

Å Discussion

Å Wrap-Up/Next Steps

Topics for Discussion
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Å The Regulation will address two key issues 
that are going on right now
ï Incorporating new Federal New NSPS/EG 

requirements
ï Looking for ways to further minimize methane 

emissions to address climate change

Å Federal update for NSPS is on a tight 
schedule because of litigation and EPA 
delays

Å Minimizing methane is a very hot topic 
because of the 2016 Greenhouse Gas 
Emission Reductions Act (GGRA) and the 
Maryland Commission on Climate Change 
(MCCC)

Å Rough outline of how MDE sees this 
regulation working was also distributed for 
ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

a59Ωǎ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ
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MSW Landfill Basics

What is a MSW Landfill?

Å MSW landfills are designed, constructed, 
and operated to manage solid waste 
generated from community, commercial 
and agricultural operations

Å MSW landfills are engineered facilities 
that are located, designed, operated, and 
monitored to ensure compliance with 
state and federal regulations 

Å MSW landfills are required to meet 
certain design, siting, operating, 
reporting, closure and post closure 
requirements

https://pixabay.com/photos/landfill-bulldozer-garbage-dump-2890579/
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Basic MSW Landfill Schematic

Source: Adapted from National Energy Education Project (public domain) 7



MSW Facilities in Maryland

8Source: MDE - Land Management Administration (LMA) ïNicholas Zahn
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ÅSince 1998, MSW landfills have been subject to the requirements 
in COMAR 26.11.19.20 - Control of Landfill Gas Emissions from 
Municipal Solid Waste Landfills
ïThese regulations were driven by 1996 federal requirements

ÅEPA has a long history of delay in this area
ïBetween 2014 And 2016, EPA was working on updated requirements for 

existing and new landfills
ÅNew Source Performance Standards (NSPS) for new sources and Emission 

Guidelines (EG) for existing sources

ïMany , many delays and backsliding in EPA process
ïEPA failed to meet court-ordered deadlines to establish new standards for 

MSW landfills in accordance with the Clean Air Act (CAA) requirements

Å In 2018, eight states (including Maryland) filed suit in court 
(California v. US EPA) against the EPA to meet CAA specific 
deadlines for update MSW requirements

Federal Requirements - Background
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MSW Landfills - Federal/EPA Initiatives

2016

ÅOn August 29, 2016, EPA 
announced final updates to its 
NSPS to reduce emissions of 
methane-rich landfill gas from 
new, modified and 
reconstructed municipal solid 
waste (MSW) landfills (40 CFR 
60, Subpart XXX)

Å The EPA also issued updated 
emission guidelines (EG) for 
reducing landfill gas emissions 
from existing MSW landfills (40 
CFR 60, Subpart Cf)
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